




• The Dr. Gabi and Eng. Max Lichtenberg Career 

Development Chair in Natural Sciences 

• The Zehava and Chezy Vered Career Development 

Chair for the Study of Alzheimer’s and 

Neurodegenerative Diseases 

Physical Development  
• A groundbreaking ceremony was held for the 

Advanced Technologies Park in the presence of the 

Israeli prime minister, members of the cabinet and 

other dignitaries to mark the start of the work on the 

infrastructure. A partnership of the University, the 

Beer-Sheva Municipality and KUD International LLC, 

the 150-acre park adjacent to the University will serve 

as an anchor to attract hi-tech industry to the region. 

• The impressive new Helen Diller Family Center 

opened last fall, providing new facilities for the 

University’s diverse research centers and an 

expanded home for the Hebrew literature archives.  

• The Deichmann Plaza was dedicated, creating a new 

entrance to the Deichmann Building for Community 

Action and providing an aesthetic central area that 

connects the Humanities and Social Sciences with the 

Community Action Unit, the Jack J. and Charlotte B. 

Spitzer Department of Social Work and the Guilford 

Glazer School of Business and Management.

• The Regina and Simon Liebermann Student 

Dormitories, including the Regina and Simon 

Liebermann Dorm Entrance, Tonia and Alvin 

Schmerbach Dorm Entrance and the Hyman and 

Fanya Tower Dorm Entrance, were named this year, 

enhancing student accommodations in the Dalet 

neighborhood.

• The cornerstone for the new Caroline House – the 

Health Sciences Student Center was laid, adjacent 

to the Joyce and Irving Goldman Medical School 

Complex at the Faculty of Health Sciences, and will 

include study rooms, expanded office space and 

meeting rooms for student activities. 
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New and Noteworthy (cont'd) 

• The Zlotowski Dormitory Complex was rededicated 

after a comprehensive renovation that included 

a complete overhaul of the student apartments 

and of the public facilities, including the laundry 

area, computer rooms, bicycle storeroom, machine 

room, main electricity room, self-study room, 

communications rooms and clubhouse.

• A state-of-the-art Stable Isotope Laboratory was 

established by the Department of Geological and 

Environmental Sciences with the generous support 

of the Wolfson Family Charitable Trust. A unique Gas 

Source – Isotope Ratio Mass Spectrometer will allow 

researchers to analyze the geological history of rocks 

and minerals, offering insight into the processes that 

shaped these global ecosystems.

New Dedications
• The Abraham Ben David Ohayon Behavioral 

Sciences Complex for the Department of Psychology 

• The Stan Flinkman Foyer in the Henry and Anita 

Weiss Family Building for Advanced Research

• The Landau Family Microalgal Biotechnology 

Laboratory at the Jacob Blaustein Institutes for 

Desert Research 

• The Eric F. and Lore Ross Atrium for Community 

Action and Enrichment in the Deichmann Building 

for Community Action and the Eric F. and Lore Ross 

Lecture Hall in the Ruth and Heinz-Horst Deichmann 

Building for Health Professions

Excellence Recognized 
• Prof. Gerald (Ya’acov) Blidstein of the Goldstein-

Goren Department of Jewish Thought and an Israel 

Prize laureate in Jewish Thought was inducted into 

the Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities.

• Prof. Ron Dagan, a member of the Faculty of Health 

Sciences and Director of the Pediatric Infectious 

Diseases Unit at the Soroka University Medical 

Center, received the Samuel and Paula Elkeles Prize 

for Outstanding Scientist in Medicine.

• Prof. Shaul Ladany of the Department of Industrial 

Engineering and Management was awarded the 

Pierre de Coubertin Medal for outstanding services to 

the Olympic Movement and a Lifetime Achievement 

Award from the Conference of Industrial Engineering 

and Management.

• Internationally-acclaimed author Prof. Amos Oz of 

the Department of Hebrew Literature was awarded 

the prestigious Dan David Prize and the Prince of 

Asturias Award for Literature in Spain.

• Prof. Reuven Yosef of the Department of Life 

Sciences and the Eilat Campus was recognized by 

the Council for a Beautiful Israel for his work on 

behalf of bird migration in the region. 

Regional and International Impact 
• Exxon Mobil Corporation will partner with 

QuestAir Technologies, CellexPower and BGU’s 

Blechner Center for Industrial Catalysis and Process 

Development from the Department of Chemical 

Engineering to commercialize the world’s first on-

vehicle hydrogen fuel system.
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• Building upon the successful research experience 

and recent graduation of the first Jordanian student 

from the Albert  Katz  International School for Desert 

Studies (AKIS), the number of graduate students 

from neighboring lands continues to rise at the Jacob 

Blaustein Institutes for Desert Research on the Sede 

Boqer campus. These students are an important 

addition to the international student body of the 

School, whose offerings are focused primarily 

on environmental issues with a regional impact. 

A doctoral degree will be granted to an AKIS Ph.D. 

candidate for the first time this year.

• The Hubert Burda Center for Innovative 

Communications has undertaken an international 

study in collaboration with two institutes: the Oxford 

University Internet Institute (OII) and the Helsinki 

Institute for Information Technology (HIIT).

• A massive Bronze Age settlement was uncovered 

by the Department of Bible, Archaeology and 

the Ancient Near East Studies. Excavations were 

carried out by a consortium that included BGU, 

the University of Saskatchewan, Canada, and the 

Universities of Rostock and Leipzig, Germany.
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Community Action Unit 
Launched in 1976, the Community Action 

Unit focuses on the educational and social 

challenges of the Negev, in an effort to 

establish a more value-oriented, equitable 

social environment. 

Marking its thirtieth year of activity, 

the Open Apartments Program runs 

65 apartments located in some of 

Beer-Sheva’s most disadvantaged 

neighborhoods. Participating students 

organize after-school activities for the 

neighborhood children, teenagers 

and adults, including homework and 

computer clubs, drama and sports 

programs and storytelling, in addition 

to operating summer camps, holiday 

programs and community centers. This 

year, an Entrepreneurship Week program 

was launched. These activities are made 

possible thanks to a worldwide network 

of supporters. The Training Program 

for Public Activists and the Gross Fund 

Program provide scholarships to students 

who undertake the organization of a 

Outreach
Community
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variety of social action activities, such as the Youth 

Leadership in Communication program, which 

teaches youth about the media as a vehicle for 

social action. 

The Leadership Training Program, supported by  

Keren Moshe and other donors, combines practical 

and theoretical training to prepare students to be 

involved citizens. The program partners leadership 

training courses and skills workshops with hands-

on volunteer programs. Students are required to 

create new volunteering options. Forty students 

are involved in Meitar – or “strings” in Hebrew – a 

new project that encourages youth to learn to play 

musical instruments. 

The Unit’s Newstart Program offers adults the 

opportunity to complete their formal education. 

This year, some 50 students of Ethiopian origin 

between the ages of 25 and 60 are studying 

mathematics and reading comprehension. In 

another program, 23 working prison guards 

recently completed an intensive two-year course 

that earned them high school equivalency 

certificates. 

Sparks of Science provides youth of Ethiopian 

origin with academic enrichment courses as well as 

an overall framework, encouraging them to excel 

in the natural sciences. This new program has been 

made possible by the Branco Weiss Institute for the 

Development of Thinking, Atidim and the Jewish 

Agency. 

The Barvaz Theater Group, an innovative drama 

enrichment program, continues to perform in high 

schools around the region. This spring, the group 

opened the annual Barvaz Theater Festival in the 

Western Negev, with their new play, Journey to 

Badolina, based on a popular Israeli novel. 

Perach
Perach is a nationwide tutoring and mentoring 

program that pairs University students with 

underprivileged children and youth in exchange 

for scholarship assistance. The national program 

received the Israel Prize this year, as part of the 

country’s 60th anniversary celebration’s focus on 

children.  

The University is part of the greater southern 

division of Perach, which also includes students 

from surrounding colleges. The core of Perach’s 

activity consists of one-on-one tutorials given four 

hours per week to third- through twelfth-grade 

pupils. Some 1,600 students from the University 

served as student mentors this year. 

This year marks a distinct increase in Perach’s 

activity in Beer-Sheva and amongst the Bedouin 

sector. Involvement of students in the southern city 

of Eilat as well as the towns of Arad and Netivot 

has notably increased. This is thanks to a special 

stipend offered to students by the respective local 

municipalities. Additional incentives for students 

working in the townships of Yeruham, Netivot, 

Ofakim and Mitzpeh Ramon have also been made 

available thanks to the generosity of an anonymous 

donor. 

A pilot program provides professional training 

and workbooks for mentors in the fields of 

mathematics, linguistics education and English. 

Assistance for troubled adolescents continues 

and expands in most of the junior high schools 

in Beer-Sheva. Perach conducts one extra day of 
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studies each week in the Bedouin communities, 

during which some 100 children receive individual 

tutorials on Fridays. 

The majority of tutors for children with special 

needs are students from the Faculty of Health 

Sciences. These students receive academic credit 

and special training in a course that was created by 

Perach. 

Perach operates four Havayeda interactive science 

centers in the south, including one in the Bedouin 

city of Rahat and a number of neighborhood 

enrichment centers. Thanks to the generous 

support of Teva Pharmaceuticals, the programs are 

growing. The impressive new enrichment center 

that opened this year in the Deichmann Building 

for Community Action hosts dozens of children 

in the game room and library and at the computer 

stations on a daily basis.  

New programs this year include the creation of a 

Purim costume exchange for children, communal 

gardens and green programming. An emphasis was 

placed on creating programs that allow participants 

to experience the privilege of giving to others. 

Often, for the first time ever, they find themselves 

on the side of the giver rather than the recipient 

– an invaluable experience for children in need of 

assistance.

The Center for External Education
The University Center for External Education 

brings academic studies to the wider community, 

capitalizing on existing resources to offer an array 

of over 100 distinct courses. Adult education 

programs range in subject matter from classes for 

professional accountants and executive training 

programs to foreign language programs and 

personal enrichment workshops. 

 

The Youth for Science Unit provides specialized 

courses for students in sixth- through twelfth- 

grades. This year, a new “Youth Research the 

Desert” program was initiated in cooperation with 

scientists at the Jacob Blaustein Institutes for Desert 

Research. The course aims to spur interest and 

curiosity about deserts and desert research among 

high school students. At the heart of the program 

is a project competition that offers a University 

scholarship to the student with the winning 

concept. 

Academic Preparatory Course 
The University offers an array of pre-academic 

programs to prepare potential students for the 
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rigors of higher education. Existing programs 

include a full range of options for those who 

might not otherwise qualify for university studies, 

including high school graduates who did not sit 

for their matriculation exams, Bedouin students, 

and working adults who are interested in pursuing 

an academic degree. This year, a number of new, 

specially-tailored courses have been created that 

supplement the traditional programs. 

A unique 15-month afternoon course was opened 

for students from the ultra-Orthodox sector. 

Operated in cooperation with Atidim, the Haredi 

program is designed to offer students – most of 

whom are married with children – an opportunity 

to broaden their general knowledge in subjects 

such as Hebrew, English, mathematics and 

physics and provide them with an introduction to 

computing skills in order to prepare them for future 

studies in the natural and engineering sciences. 

A new three-month program was created 

specifically to encourage students whose families 

immigrated from Ethiopia to pursue academic 

studies. A joint project of the the Jewish Agency, 

the Beer-Sheva Municipality and the Jewish 

community of Beer-Sheva’s sister-city, Montreal, 

the course includes study strategy workshops, 

Hebrew language skills, English, computing skills 

and mathematics.

 

The University expanded its highly-successful 

new summer courses that target specific skills 

for individual academic programs, such as 

mathematics for students accepted to the Guilford 

Glazer School of Business and Management 

and courses in advanced programming for 

students accepted to the Department of Industrial 

Engineering and Management.

Alumni Association
Dedicated to developing and expanding the 

University’s connection with its graduates, the 

Alumni Association provides a full range of services 

for alumni around the world, with a special 

emphasis on strengthening the support services for 

graduates who have remained in the Negev. The 

Association organizes social events, creates alumni 

networks and engages in outreach to involve 

alumni in the campus community. 

The Association works to raise the University’s 

visibility and alumni involvement through an 

active website, an online newsletter and regular 

mailings; emphasizing social networking through 

the organization of class reunions and cultural 

events; and informing alumni about a full-range of 

professional career counseling services available 

through the Association and the University’s 

newly created  Career Counseling Office. This also 

includes email notification of new job postings and 

an online job board. 

The Association’s highly successful evening lecture 

series on the Marcus Family Campus continues to 

attract overflow crowds. Last March, a nostalgic 

reunion of graduates from the Department of 

Chemistry brought together alumni who had 

graduated over the past 38 years. 

This year, the University Alumni Fund provided 

scholarships to ten students with limited economic 

means. 
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LifeStudent

Dean of Students 
Students returned this fall to the newly-

renovated and rededicated Zlotowski 

Dormitory Complex in the Gimmel 

neighborhood, now with completely 

refurbished public spaces and 

comfortably-redesigned and upgraded 

and airconditioned apartments. The 

impressive work includes a revamped 

laundromat and study and computer 

rooms. The landscaping and exterior 

of the older dormitories in the Daled 

neighborhood were also upgraded.

The Office of the Dean of Students 

continues to coordinate support services 

offered to students while promoting 

programs designed to improve their 

general welfare. This ranges from 

supervising dormitories and study rooms, 

to distributing scholarship support and 

other financial aid, which is generously 

provided by our worldwide supporters. 

Special provisions are made for students 

who miss classes due to prolonged military 

duty or have other special circumstances. 
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extensive array of cultural offerings and holiday 

celebrations for the enjoyment of the student body. 

University-wide memorial ceremonies form the 

core of annual non-academic activities, also under 

the auspices of the Office of the Dean of Students.  

A Career Counseling Office was established to 

assist students in finding suitable work and prepare 

them for job interviews, including resume-writing 

workshops. 

Student Association
Concern for the well-being of the student body 

has always been the primary focus of the non-

profit, independent Student Association. It lends an 

attentive ear to the students’ academic needs and 

serves as the primary advocate of student rights 

both on campus and vis-à-vis the government, 

while creating a socially rich student life by 

sponsoring a plethora of cultural activities and 

extra-curricular classes for the student body. 

The Association continues to improve its services 

and facilities, with additional counseling on 

academic affairs, programs and equipment 

provided by generous donors. 

A shared responsibility of the Student Association 

and the Dean of Students Office, the Textbook 

Lending Library includes 4,000 titles that are 

available for a semester or a year for a minimal 

sum. Close to 1,000 new lecture summaries were 

added to the Association’s archives, supplemented 

by a new service allowing students to download 

audio files of lectures. Over the past year, over 

2,000 new exams have been included in the Exam 

Bank – the oldest and most extensive nationwide. 

Support services, such as free access to copier 

The greatest challenge at all universities this 

year was the prolonged nationwide strike of the 

academic faculty, which stretched through most 

of the first semester. This then delayed the start of 

the second semester, which has been extended 

through the end of the summer, creating economic 

difficulties for many students. 

The Dean has implemented a number of steps to 

minimize the academic and financial problems 

created by this situation, including the addition 

of tutors, rent-waivers for students living in 

dormitories and the creation of  interest-free, 

delayed payment loans for students in need. 

Areas of academic assistance were expanded to 

include the hiring of a full-time counselor to work 

with students from the Arab sector. Additional 

aid is provided for new immigrant students, 

particularly for those families that emigrated 

from Ethiopia. Printing, photocopying and other 

support services for the entire student body were 

improved throughout the University. A campus-

wide program is currently under development to 

improve accessibility for the disabled, identifying 

the needs and changes as required by law.  

In response to student needs, psychological 

counseling programs have been expanded at the 

Sylvia A. Brodsky Psychological Walk-In Service. 

Group therapy and short-term psycho-therapeutic 

treatment are used more frequently and bio-

feedback was introduced to help students cope 

with exam anxiety.

The harmonious cooperation between the Dean’s 

Office, the Student Association and Hillel: The 

Foundation for Campus Life has yielded an 
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machines and video lectures from the video library, 

were expanded for students who miss classes due 

to the significantly increased number of training 

days in military reserve duty as mandated by the 

IDF since the Second Lebanon War. 

In addition to sponsoring over 30 extracurricular 

clubs, activities offered by the Association include 

cultural events, holiday parties, lecture series 

– including a newly-launched program in Arabic 

– and campus-wide ceremonies marking national 

memorial events, in cooperation with the Office of 

the Dean of Students. The Zlotowski Dance Troupe 

represents the University at events and continues 

to be a source of pride for the student body. The 

Association takes an active role in the coordination 

of the University’s Open Days for prospective 

students and the annual fun-filled Student Day. 

Of note is the highly popular Monday Midday 

Discussion program that brings the country’s 

leading musicians, influential writers, artists and 

cultural figures to the Marcus Family Campus to 

speak to students about their work. 

Other events included Africa Week to raise student 

awareness of the diversity of cultures and issues 

across the continent. Thanks to the generous 

sponsorship of friends from abroad, BGU’s 

Student Association continues to send the largest 

LifeStudent

delegation of all Israeli universities to participate 

in the March of the Living in Poland. Closer to 

home, the Association organized an awareness 

week for the citizens of Sderot and Western Negev 

communities, including a lecture series, a public 

panel and a photo exhibition that is currently 

touring Israeli academic campuses nationwide. 

The Ginsburg-Ingerman
Overseas Student Program 
This has been a year of growth and expansion at 

the Ginsburg-Ingerman Overseas Student Program. 

Working with the newly-established Office of 

International Academic Affairs, new academic ties 

with other universities, international programs and 

student exchange programs have been developed. 

A number of new programs have been instituted, 

encouraging students to become involved in 

activities that are community-based or focused 

on environmental awareness. A new cooperative 

effort has been undertaken in conjunction with the 

college division of the Conservative Movement in 

the United States to promote a track in “Sustainable 

Development and Environmental Justice”.

This is part of a greater effort to encourage the 

Conservative Movement in Israel to create relevant 

programs at BGU. 
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Also in the formation stage is a semester program 

on the Eilat campus that will focus on the 

geographical and geological conditions unique to 

the region. Courses will include marine biology, 

migratory birds, geology of the southern Negev 

and history of the southernmost Arava region. 

The German-language International Summer 

University Program continues to grow. This year, 

a new parallel program is being launched in the 

French language in order to attract students from 

France and Switzerland.  

Zalman Aranne Central Library
Over the last year, great progress was made in 

a number of areas regarding the Library and its 

infrastructure. The University is planning an 

additional wing to the existing Zalman Aranne 

Central Library that will house the natural sciences 

collection, enabling future expansion of the 

humanities and social sciences collections.

Over the past year, 10,000 new titles were added 

– both purchased and donated. The process of 

organizing the impressive working library of the late 

Nobel laureate Sir Isaiah Berlin, donated through the 

generosity of his family, received top priority. Over 

4,000 titles are being integrated into the Library's 

general collection. Personal artifacts and dedicated 

books will be exhibited in a special room. 

This year, the acquisition budget stood at $4 million 

for databases and journals and around $300,000 

for books, the majority of which was invested in 

strengthening the humanities and social sciences 

collections. 

The conversion of the classification of the entire 

library collection from the Dewey Decimal System 

to the Library of Congress System has been 

completed. A secure computer-server room has 

been established in the library with a new BLADE 

server, made possible by a generous donation 

from the Auerbach family. There are currently 250 

PCs in the Library, of which 170 are for public use, 

for searching the Aranne and regional catalogs, 

the many electronic databases and the CD-ROM 

network as well as for accessing the Internet and 

full-text articles from periodicals. 

Computation
Dedicated to the upgrading and maintenance of 

the University’s computing and communication 

infrastructure, the Division of Computing and 

Information Systems continues to expand and 

develop its services. This year, it completed the 

development and activation of its extensive

E-learning program, increasing the number and 

variety of courses now available online. Use of 

these courses increased dramatically following 

the prolonged national strike by senior faculty. 

BGU became the first university in Israel to join 

Education Roaming (Eduroam), a European 

wireless (wi-fi) system that enables inter-university 

use for members of participating institutions. 

A system to monitor and measure the efficiency 

and use of computer classrooms has been 

developed. A technological infrastructure for 

web 2.0 applications based on Microsoft’s “Moss” 

technology has also been established. Public 

printing stations that support credit card payment 

and the option of online purchase of academic 

transcripts have been added. 

An online student employment service has been 

developed and improved, allowing for advanced 

searches and an interface with outside employers. 

It is compatible for use by the newly-created Career 

Counseling Office. 
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